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Serving God
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Divinely Blessed &
Restored presents...
A

Spring (Brunch @ the
extraordinary
Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House
1100 Lake Shore Road
Grosse Pointe, MI

(313) 884-4222

s

Picture by: Rochelle S. Elstein

DATE: May 5, 2007
TIME: 11:30 a.m.

COST: $50.00 Per Person
Enjoy....

Word of God

Praise & Worship
Delicious Food

A Millinery Show
Tour of Ford House
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For more info, visit
our website
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But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might) when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all

Judea and Samaria and to the ends (the very bounds) of the earth.

Acts 1:8 Amplified

We are assured and know that [ God being a partner in their labor] all things
work together and are [fitting into a plan] for good to and those who love God

Romans 8:28 Amplified

Powerful is adescriptive word used to
describe what type of individual we are to
be. Purpose describes how our actions
should be as Christian men and women.
What does powerful mean? Webster
defines powerful as having great influence
(ableto exert action by invisible or
insensible means with the power to
produce results). Power, suggests great
force or strength, with the capability of
overcoming strong resistance. |
Corinthians 15:58 gives us a description
of a powerful Christian: it says we are to
be steadfast (constant, determined, not to
become discouraged) unmovable (to
remain in the same place), always
abounding (working) in the work of the
Lord.

The Holy Spirit

This description certainly exemplifiesa
person of power, a person with the means
to produce results! But, we must not think
for one moment, that we have this type of
power of ourselves. Acts 1:8 “But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy
Spirit is come upon you...” What does
come upon you mean?

and are called according to [His|] design and purpose.

In Acts 2:38 Peter told the crowd that they
needed to “repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” The moment
we accept Christ the Holy Spirit takes up
residence in our hearts, it comes upon us;
thisiswhat is called the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. This occurs automatically
when a person is saved; it isnot a“one
moment in time experience’, that goes
away - it remains permanently. The Holy
Spirit gives us power. This power is not
limited to strength. 1t includes courage,
boldness, confidence, insight, ability, and
authority. It’sthis power that allows a
Christian to be steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord.

Purpose

As Christian men and women, we are
to be powerful people of purpose. What
does purpose mean? Webster defines
purpose as the object, the reason for which
anything exists or is done. Romans 8:28
tells us “ And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose.”

continued on page 2



So, as Christian men and women, there is something we
should be doing, there's a reason we should be doing it,
and a person for whom we are doing it. We are called by
God to do the work He wants us to do.

This raises an important question, what is God's
purpose for us? It isto be a servant, ministering to others,
to lead them to Christ. To be a servant, we must
understand what a servant is, what type of attitude,
characteristics and behaviors we should have as a servant.
The world’s perspective of what a servant is totally
different than the biblical perspective of aservant. The
world views the term “ servant” negatively. The name
servant itself is considered a demeaning title. It is
considered to represent alower class of people. It brings
images to mind of the “haves” and the “have-nots’.

But in the church, we are not of the world so we are
supposed to have the biblical perspective of what it means
to be aservant. What the world sees as negative is a
position of honor within the church. In Mark 10: verses 35
— 45, Jesus teaches the disciples about serving others.
Specifically, verses 44 & 45 reads. “And whosoever of
you will be the chiefest (the head) shall be servant of all
(servant of all). For even the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto (be served), but to minister (but to serve),
and to give hislife a ransom for many.” This scripture
makes it very clear. Being aservant isall about serving
others. It’s continually asking the question, “What can |
do for you”? Not “What can you do for me’. Itisa
lifestyle of focusing on others, not yourself. It isfinding
opportunities to express God' s love to someone. Serving
is living Christ’s example of putting othersfirst and loving
thy neighbor. To sum it up - serving is love in action.
That’s quite a different picture than the negative image the
world gives to being a servant.

Being a Servant

Now that we understand what the attitude of a servant
is, the reality isthat being of service to othersisnot as
easy asit sound. But, God never asks usto do what He
has not empowered usto do. So, what does being a servant
really, really mean? It isto be adisciple, to seek out and
save lost souls. Thisiswhat we call withessing! Webster
defines witness as: to testify to, to give evidence of. We
areto testify and provide evidence to others about our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. By His death on the cross
Christ made salvation possible for each and every one of
us. But in order to receive salvation, a person must be
introduced to God, just as we were

God' s plan isthat every person who is saved will witness
to others about Christ. We have a message God is
counting on us to carry to those who do not know Him.

Y es, we have full-time and part-time jobs, but we have
another job — the most important one of all- our Christian
service job — and our job title is “witness’.

When witnessing, we witness with more than words,
we also witness by our actions and lifestyle. We must
remember our lifestyle gives a testimony more than our
moral speeches. In other words, we need to practice what
we preach. If not we lose credibility with people we are
trying to witness too. Witnessing is one time when you
cannot live by the motto; do as| say, not as| do.

Some of the qualities and behaviors others should see in
us if we want to be credible witnesses are:

KDetermination: A stick withiit, regardlesx

attitude.

¢ Honesty: Speaking the truth.

¢ Responsibility: Being dependable,
trustworthy.

¢ Thoughtfulness and compassion:
Thinking of others, not just yourself.

¢+ Confidentiality: Not telling the business of
others and betraying their confidence.

¢ Sdf-control: Being calm and maintaining
control even in trying situations.

¢ Purity: Having established standards and
boundaries in your life.

No one said that witnessing would be an easy task. No
matter how closed an individual might be to your efforts,
you can't lose hope and quit. You must keep your eye on
the mercy of God and His redeeming power and continue
to be awitness before that individual. (See Part |1, May
2007)
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Divinely Blessed & Restored
P.O. Box 31-1405
Detroit, MI 48231
Ph: 313-566-0944
Fx: 313-566-0945

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Doris B. Ryans — President
(Executive Director)

Joyce D. Williams — Vice President
Asst. Executive Director

Zenell B. Brown — Secretary
Legal & Grants

Colleen V. Ealy — Treasurer
Site & Program Coordination

Internet Website:
www.divinelyblessedandrestored.org

Jason Coleman — Article Graphic
Designer/Webmaster

April

Meet and Discuss — To Know Him: Beyond Religion Waits a Relationship That Will
Change Your Life by: Gloria Copeland

Coffee, Tea and Thee®
Christian Book Club

6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. @ Panera Breads

Spring Brunch

Spring Brunch “Hattitude” - Celebrating God's Virtuous Women!!

11:30 am @ Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

September

Teen Conference
“ Abstinence”

November

Women Retreat
2" Annual Women'’s Retreat

Make sure that you check our website for updates and
upcoming events!!
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